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Appendix: Using the PASCO photogate
To set up the photogate
1. Attach the photogate to the PASCO 850 Universal Interface box.

2. Start “PASCO Capstone”.  [If someone else is logged in and using Capstone, the software won’t be able to recognize the 850 Universal Interface box; you will need to get the instructor to kill that process (from the other user) or you can restart the computer]
3. Click on “Hardware Setup” (left-hand side of the screen under “Tools”).  You should see a picture of the PASCO 850 Interface.  If not, contact the instructor. 

4. On the picture of the “PASCO 850 Universal  Interface” on the computer screen, click on the digital channel location that the photogate is plugged into.  This should bring up a list of possible sensors each time.  Choose the correct icon from the list (e.g., “photogate”).

5. Click again on “Hardware Setup” to remove the hardware setup screen.

To set up timer
1. To tell the computer how to measure a time interval, click on the “Timer Setup” button (left-hand side of the screen under “Tools”).
2. In the “Timer Setup” area, follow the on-screen instructions. 
In order to see the timing measurements, drag the “Table” icon from the far right-hand side of the screen (under “Displays”) onto the main display area of the screen.  Click on “Select Measurement” and select the measurement you want to make.

Click on the Record icon to start the timer.

Once the timing mechanism is started on the computer, you can continue to make multiple measurements and the computer will continue to determine the time each time the timer sequence is completed.  You do not need to stop and restart the computer timing to get another time measurement. 

Click on the Stop icon to stop the timer.
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